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RESOLUTION  OF  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF  BOSTON  APPROVING 
THE   URBAN   RENEWAL   PLAN  AND  THE  FEASIBILITY  OF 
RELOCATION  FOR  THE  CENTPsAL  BUSINESS   DISTRICT/ 
BEDFORD-WEST   URBAN   RENEWAL   PROJECT  NO. 


'/i 


WHEREAS,  under  the  provisions  of  Title  I  of  the  Housing  Act 
of  1949,  as  amended,  the  Secretary  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  is 
authorized  to  provide  financial  assistance  to  Local  Public  Agencies 
for  undertaking  and  carrying  out  urban  renev/al  projects;  and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  provided  in  such  Act  that  contracts  for 
financial  aid  thereunder  shall  require  that  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  for 
the  respective  project  area  be  approved  by  the  governing  body  of  the 
locality  in  which  the  project  is  situated  and  that  such  approval  include 
findings  by  the  governing  body  that:   (1)  the  financial  aid  to  be 
provided  in  the  contract  is  necessary  to  enable  the  project  to  be 
undertaken  in  accordance  with  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan;  (2)  the  Urban 
Renewal  Plan  V7ill  afford  maximum  opportunity,  consistent  with  the  sound 
needs  of  the  locality  as  a  whole,  for  the  rehabilitation  or  redevelopment 
of  the  urban  renewal  area  by  private  enterprise;  (3)  the  Urban  Renev/al 
Plan  conforms  to  a  general  plan  for  the  redevelopment  of  the  locality  as 
a  whole;  and  (4)  the  Urban  Rene^fal  Plan  gives  due  consideration  to  the 
provision  of  adequate  park  and  recreational  areas  and  facilities,  as 
may  be  desirable  for  neighborhood  improvement,  with  special  consideration 
for  the  health,  safety,  and  welfare  of  children  residing  in  the  general 
vicinity  of  the  site  covered  by  the  Plan;  and 


WHEREAS,  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  (herein  called 
the  "Authority")  has  entered  into  a  planning  contract  for  financial 
assistance  under  such  Act  v;ith  the  United  States  of  America,  acting  by 
and  tlirough  the  Secretary  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development,  pursuant 
to  which  Federal  funds  were  provided  for;  and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  desirable  and  in  the  public  interest  that  the 
Authority  undertake  and  carry  out  the  urban  renewal  project  identified  as 
Central  Business  District/Bedford-West  Urban  Renewal  Project  Area 
(herein  called  "Project  Area")  and  encompassing  that  portion  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  County  of  Suffolk  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
described  in  Exhibit  A  attached  to  this  Resolution;  and 


WHEREAS,  the  Authority  has  applied  for  additional  financial 
assistance  under  such  Act  and  proposes  to  enter  into  an  additional  contract 
under  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Developm.ent  for  the  undertaking 
of,  and  for  making  available  additional  financial  assistance  for,  the 
Project;  and 
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WHEREAS,  the  Authority  has  made  detailed  studies  of  the  location, 
physical  condition  of  structures,  land  use,  environmental  influences, 
and  social,  cultural  and  economic  conditions  of  the  Project  Area  and 
has  determined  that  the  Project  Area  is  at  present  a  blighted,  deteriorated 
and  deteriorating  area  and  is  a  decadent,  substandard  or  blighted  open 
area,  and  that  it  is  an  area  which  is  detrimental  and  a  menace  to  the 
safety,  health,  v/elfare  and  sound  growth  of  the  Boston  comniunity  because 
of  the  existence  of  a  building  which  is  out  of  repair,  structurally 
substandard,  obsolete  and  in  need  of  major  maintenance  and  repair,  and 
because  of  its  substantial  change  in  business  and  economic  conditions,  and 
because  of  inadequate  light  and  air  and  open  space,  and  because  of  inadequate 
streets  make  it  improbable  that  the  area  will  be  redeveloped  by  the 
achieving  operations  of  private  enterprise,  and  the  members  of  City 
Council  of  Boston  (herein  called  "City  Council")  have  been  apprised 
by  the  Authority  and  are  aware  of  these  facts  and  conditions;  and 

WHEREAS,  there  has  been  prepared  and  referred  to  the  City  Council 
for  reviev;  and  approval  an  Urban  Renewal  Plan  for  the  Project  Area,  dated 
January  1973  and  consisting  of  18  pages  and  A  exhibits,  supported  by 
the  following  supplementary  material,  data,  and  recommendations  not 
a  part  of  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan: 

(1)  Resolution  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority; 
Determinations  and  Findings  rel-  tive  to  the  condition  of  the  Central 
Business  District/Bedford-West  Urban  Renewal  Area  and  the  Clearance 
Area  located  therein,  Project  No-.  Mass.      . 

(2)  Relocation  Program. 

(3)  Resolution  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  approving 
the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  and  the  conditions  under  which  relocation  payments 
will  be  made. 

(4)  Resolution  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
authorizing  submission  of  the  Central  Business  District/Bedford-West 
Urban  Renewal  Plan  and  Relocation  Program  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  the  City  of  Boston  and  to  the  Division  of  Urban  Renewal  of  the  State 
Department  of  Community  Affairs. 

(5)  Proposed  Cooperation  Agreement  by  and  between  the  City 
of  Boston  and  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  together  v;ith  attached 
resolution  authorizing  execution  of  the  Agreement  by  the  Autliority. 

(6)  A  resolution  of  the  Authority  adopted  on  October  14,  1965, 
determining  the  Project  Area  to  be  a  decadent,  bliglited,  deteriorated  and 
deteriorating  area,  together  V7ith  a  copy  of  the  notice  of  such 
determination  duly  published  in  the  December  4,  1965  issue  of  the  City 
Record. 
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■  (7)  Resolutionc  of  the  Autliority  adopted  on  August  2,  1967, 
among  other  things  reaffirming  the  mid  October  lA,  1965  determination, 
approving  the  Central  Business  District  Urban  Renewal  Plan  and  finding  that 
•  said  Plan  conforms  to  the  comprehensive  plan  for  the  locality  as  a  whole, 
and  approving  the  conditions  under  which  relocation  payments  will  be  made; 
and 


(8)   A  resolution  of  the  City  Council  adopted  on  December  11, 
1967,  among  other  things  reaffirming  the  said  October  14,  1965  determination, 
approving  the  Central  Business  District  Urban  Renev;al  Plan  and  finding 
that  said  Plan  conforms  to  the  comprehensive  plan  for  the  locality  as  a 
whole,  and  approving  the  conditions  under  v;hich  relocation  payments  will 
be  made;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Project  Area,  vjhich  is  predominantly  non- 
residential in  character,  is  to  be  redeveloped  for  predominantly  nonresidential 
uses  under  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan;  and 


WHEREAS,  the  Urban  Renev.'al  Plan  has  been  approved  by  the 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  Board,  as  evidenced  by  a  copy  of  said 

Authority's  duly  certified  resolution  approving  the  Urban  Renevral  Plan, 
which  is  attached  hereto;  and 


IfflEREyVS,  a  general  plan  entitled  "1965-1975  General  Plan  for 
the  City  of  Boston  and  the  Regional  Core"  (hereinafter  called  the  "General 
Plan")  has  been  prepared  and  was  duly  approved  by  the  Authority  on 
March  11,  1965  and  is  recognized  and  used  as  a  guide  for  the  general 
development  of  the  City  of  Boston  as  a  whole;  and 


WHEREAS,  the  Authority,  pursuant  to  Chapter  652  of  the  Acts 
of  1960,  has  been  vested  V7ith  powers  and  duties  conferred  on  planning 
boards  of  cities  in  Massachusetts  by  general  laws  applicable  to  Boston, 
including  Section  70  of  Chapter  41  of  the  General  Laws,  and  has  also  been 
vested  with  the  powers  and  duties  conferred  by  statute  or  ordinance  on 
the  former  City  of  Boston  Planning  Board,  and  in  such  capacity,  has  found 
that  the  Urban  Renevjal  Plan  conforms  to  the  General  Plan,  and  the 
City  Council  has  duly  considered  said  findings;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  for  the  Project  Area  prescribes 
certain  land  uses  for  the  Project  Area  and  will  require,  among  other 
things,  changes  in  zoning,  the  establishment  of  new  street  patterns,  the 
replacement  of  sewer  and  water  mains  and  other  public  facilities,  and 
other  public  action;  and 


WllERFAS,  the  Authority  has  prepared  and  submitted  a  program 
for  the  relocation  of  businesses  that  may  be  displaced  as  a  result  of 
carrying  out  the  Project  in  accordance  with  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan;  and 
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WHEREAS,  there  have  also  been  presented  to  the  City  Council 
information  and  data  respecting  the  relocation  program  which  has  been 
prepared  by  the  Authority  as  a  result  of  studies,  surveys,  and  inspections 
in  the  Project  Area  and  the  assembling  and  analysis  of  the  data  and 
information  obtained  from  such  studies,  surveys  and  inspections;  and 

WIEREAS ,  the  members  of  the  City  Council  have  general  knov7ledge 
of  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  Project  Area  and  of  tlie  availability 
of  proper  housing  in  the  locality  for  the  relocation  of  businesses  that 
may  be  displaced  from  the  Project  Area  and,  in  the  light  of  such  knov/lcdge 
of  local  housing  conditions,  have  carefully  considered  and  reviewed 
such  proposals  for  relocation;  and 

WHEREAS  it  is  necessary  that  the  City  Council  take  appropriate 
official  action  respecting  the  relocation  program  and  the  Urban  Renewal 
Plan  for  the  Project,  in  conformity  with  the  contracts  for  financial 
assistance  betvjeen  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  acting  by  and  through  the  Secretary  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development;  and 


\-JHEREAS ,  all  property  and  all  transactions  affecting  or 
respecting  the  installation,  construction,  reconstruction,  maintenance, 
rehabilitation,  use,  development,  sale,  conveyance,  leasing,  management, 
or  occupancy  o:7  real  property  within  the  Project  Area  shall  be  subject 
to  the  applicable  provisions  of  Chapter  151B  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Lav7s,  and  amendments  thereto,  and  to  all  other  applicable  federal, 
state,  and  local  laws  prohibiting  discrimination  or  segregation  by 
reason  of  race,  color,  sex,  religion,  or  national  origin; 


\fflEREAS  the  City  Council  is  cognizant  of  the  conditions  that 
are  imposed  in  the  undertaking  and  carrying  out  of  urban  renewal  projects 
with  Federal  financial  assistance  under  Title  I,  including  those 
prohibiting  discrimination  because  of  race,  color,  sex,  religion  or 
national  origin;  and 

WHEREAS  a  public  hearing  on  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  has  been 
held,  after  due  notice  thereof,  at  which  time  the  City  Council  received 
evidence  from  persons  doing  business  in  the  Project  Area  and  other 
persons  with  respect  thereto,  and  all  persons  desiring  to  be  heard  on 
the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  v;ere  so  heard;  and 

WHEREAS  the  members  of  the  City  Council  have  carefully 
considered  and  reviewed  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  in  light  of  (1)  the 
supporting  documentation  submitted;  (2)  the  proceedings  at  the  afore- 
mentioned public  hearing;  and  (3)  the  general  knowledge  of  the  City 
Councillors  with  respect  to  conditions  prevailing  in  tl.u  Project  Area 
and  in  the  City  of  Boston  as  a  whole: 
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NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  TILE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF 
BOSTON: 

1.  That  it  is  hereby  found  and  determined  that  the  Project 
is  a  blighted,  deteriorated  and  deteriorating  area  and  is  a  decadent, 
substandard  or  blighted  open  space  and  qualifies  as  an  eligible  Project 
Area  under  Chapter  121B  of  the  General  Laws  of  Massachusetts. 

2.  That  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  for  the  Project,  having 
been  duly  reviewed  and  considered,  is  hereby  approved. 

3.  That  it  is  hereby  found  and  determined  that  the  objectives 
of  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  cannot  be  achieved  through  more  extensive 
rehabilitation  of  the  Project  Area;  however,  the  Authority  has  reserved 
the  option  to  rehabilitate  the  single  structure  in  the  Project  Area 

if  developer  interests  substantiate  the  feasibility  of  doing  so. 

4.  That  it  is  hereby  found  and  determined  that  the  Urban 
Renewal  Plan  for  the  Project  Area  conforms  to  the  general  plan  of  the 
locality. 

5.  That  it  is  hereby  found  and  determined  that  the  financial 
aid  provided  and  to  be  provided  pursuant  to  the  contracts  for  Federal 
financial  assistance  pertaining  to  the  Project  is  necessary  to  enable 
the  Project  to  be  undertaken  in  accor'Iance  with  the  Urban  Renev.'al  Plan 
for  the  Project  Area. 

6.  That  the  redevelopment  of  the  Project  Area  for 
predominantly  nonresidential  uses  is  necessary  for  the  proper  development 
of  the  community. 

7.  That  it  is  hereby  found  and  determined  that  the  Urban 
Renewal  Plan  for  the  Project  Area  will  afford  maximum  opportunity, 
consistent  with  the  sound  needs  of  the  locality  as  a  whole,  for  the 
urban  renewal  of  the  Project  Area  by  private  enterprise. 

8.  That  it  is  hereby  found  and  determined  that  the  Urban 
Renewal  Plan  for  the  Project  Area  gives  due  consideration  to  the  provision 
of  adequate  park  and  recreational  areas  and  facilities,  as  may  be 
desirable  for  neighborhood  improvement. 

9.  That  it  is  hereby  found  and  determined  that  the  program 
for  the  proper  rt^location  of  businesses  displaced  in  carrying  out  the 
Project  in  confonnity  with  acceptable  standards  is  feasible  and  can  be 
reasonably  and  timely  effected  to  permit  the  proper  prosecution  and 
compU-'Ciou  of  tlie  Project. 


S777   660 

>  6 


^  10       That,    in  order  to   inrplcmcnt  and   facilitate  the  effectuation 

^     Of  the  ^^^^^i:^^^;^:^;.  11  ^^^^:^^=L, 

r /"hrthf^;::^o     ^an.es   in  .onin.^ 

^'^'TalllrlV    th  1  fai'o    d  rei:;atron%f  sewer  and  water  .ains 
street  patterns  ^he  Locatx  ^^^.^  ^^^.^^^  ^^^^  accordingly, 

and  other  publxc  J^^^^^^J";     ..operation  in  helping  to  carry  out 
this  Body  ^^"^y/^  P.^'^^f  „^,'ests  the  various  officials,  departments, 
the  urban  Renewal  Plan  (b)  requests  th     ^,^.^,3,,,,.^,  responsibilities 

boards,  and  agencxes  of  the  J^^^J^^^  '^^73^,1,  ^^d  and  to  exercise  their 

^"  ^^e^tSri^^t  onfa^d   wrrrirri:n:r  consistent  with  theUrban 
respective  f"^'"'^°';^.^  .„L„  „eadv  to  consider  and  take  appropriate 
r.r;f  upor'.:;osifs  llTllV^ll   desisnea  to  e»ectuate  the  Urban 
Renewal  Plan. 

11  That  all  property  and  all  transactions  affecting  or 
^•  .  I'e   instaltation,  construction,  reconstruction,  maintenance 

respecting  the  ^"^^^^i^^";""'   ^^   .-,.  conveyance,  leasing,  management, 
rehabilitation,  use,  d^^'=^°P"^^^^'  '^^^'   p^^^^-t  Area  shall  be  subject 
or  occupancy  of  real  P-P-^V/^^^;,^,^\f,°^:f  ttetlassachusetts 
to  the  applicable  provisions  of  Chapter  151B  ot  ^cable  federal. 

^-re"ard"i;crA:rx--/^-cr^^^^^^^ 

reaso^  of  race.   color,%ex,   religion,   or  national  origin. 

12  That  additional   financial  assistance  under  the  provisions 
IZ.      inac  ai    1  amended,    is  necessary  to 

of  Title   I  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1949     as  ^^^^^        accordance  with  the 
enable  the  land   in  the  ^-^^   /^^  ^^^.^  Jf  :::ordingly,    the  filing  by 
Sriutrr-t;  ^^an'^^pU^atroror  applications   for  such  financial 
assistance  under  Title  I  Is  hereby  approved. 

13  That  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Secretary  of 
„o„sin«.and"u;haI1^v^lop.ent  he  and  they  hereby  are  assure^ofjuii 

Z^2^l^  Si:^irent\ffeStra?iirxitte  VX  of  th^e  Civii  Ki.hts 
Act  of  1964,   and  applicable   Executive  Orders. 

In  City  Council  April  23,    1973.     Adopted. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor ^April  30.    1973. 

At te st :     rr^^LyJ^^Y p-r-^-'  7^ .-^  C^ 

y'^tu^'t^^^y  Clerlp^_.___,,  cZ.T.-:7V 

^''  TME  Fo:;-:c.:;:::;:.  i."  ^'■'■'- 


'Z'.'  -i 


S777  6S1 

EXHIBIT       A 
Description  of  Project 


Beginning  at  the  intersection  of  the  southeasterly 
sideline  of  V7ashington  Street  and  the  northeasterly  sideline  of 
Bedford  Street; 

Thence  running  in  a  generally  southeasterly  direction 
along  said  northeasterly  sideline  of  Bedford  Street  to  a  point,  said 
point  being  the  intersection  of  the  northeasterly  sideline  of 
Bedford  Street  and  the  southeasterly  sideline  of  Harrison  Avenue 
Extension  extended  thereto; 

,  _     ^      Thence  turning  and  running  in  a  generally  southv;esterly 
direction  along  said  southeasterly  sideline  of  Harrison  Avenue 
Extension  to  a  point,  said  point  being  the  intersection  of  the 
southeasterly  sideline  of  Harrison  Avenue  Extension  and  the  south- 
westerly sideline  of  Exeter  Place; 

Thence  turning  and  running  in  a  generally  northerly 
direction  across  Harrison  Avenue  Extension  to  a  point,  said  point 
being  the  intersection  of  the  southwesterly  sideline  of  Norfolk 
Place  and  the  northwesterly  sideline  of  Harrison  Avenue  Extension; 

Thence  turning  and  running "in  a  generally  northwesterly 
direction  along  said  southwesterly  sideline  of  Norfolk  Place  to 
a^ point,  said  point  being  the  intersection  of  the  northwesterly 
sideline  of  V7ashington  Street  and  the  southwesterly  sideline  of 
Norfolk  Place  extended  thereto; 

Thence  turning  and  running  in  a  generally  northeasterly 
direction  along  said  northwesterly  sideline  of  Washington  Street  to 
a  point,  said  poinu  being  the  intersection  of  said  northwesterly 
sideline  of  Washington  Street  and  the  northeaster-ly  sideline  of 
West  Street; 

Thence  turning  and  running  in  a  generally  southeasterly 
direction  across  Washington  Street  to  the  point  of  beginning,  said 
point  being  the  intersection  of  the  southeasterly  sideline  of 
Washington  Street  and  the  northeasterly  sideline  of  Bedford  Street. 

Apr.  3,  1975.  At  11  o'clock  &  50  rains.  A.M.  Rec'd.   Ent'd.  &  iixan'd.   -  23 
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